
 

 

A few simple steps of faith we can take: 

Step 1. Pray. Ask God to show you his 

heart for his church and whether this 

partnership is part of his will and good 

purpose.  

Step 2. Commit. Commit to ongoing 

prayer and to the ongoing giving of your 

time and energy and financial resources 

to whichever of our two churches you 

currently call home.  

Step 3. Decide. You will be asked to give 

your blessing and support to this 

partnership at the APCMs in April. If we 

are not sufficiently behind this collectively 

then this is will not happen. 

Step 4. Give and Go. Only a small and 

dedicated team with specific gifts and 

skills will go and only after careful shared 

discernment but could this be you? 

Secondly give. Everyone will be given a 

chance to give financially. Sometime 

after the APCMs there will be a chance to 

contribute towards an offering to ‘prime 

the partnership pump’. Please consider 

how you might give to bless this vital 

outreach. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IF YOU HAVE QUESTIONS 
ABOUT THE PARTNERSHIP 

YOU WOULD LIKE 
ANSWERED PLEASE EMAIL: 

VICAR@STJM.ORG.UK 

Answers will appear in 

future editions of this 

weekly bulletin. 

 

 
  

 

PARTNERSHIP 

NEWS NO.2 

In 2019, the Diocese of Chichester called upon parishes to consider how 
they could help each other by entering into ‘Apostolic Partnerships’ with 
one another. Officially, this is what is proposed between St. John’s & 
St. Michael’s, but if this process has taught us anything, it’s that labels 
are not always helpful! Apostolic Partnerships is an umbrella term 
within our diocese that encapsulates all manner of relationships 
between churches. A more helpful way to describe our plan may be 
church transplant. St. John’s is proposing to send a small team and some 
financial resources (more on this below) to help rejuvenate the 
congregation at St. Michael’s. In essence, it is missional. We want to 
give some of what we have to help another church so that they, in turn, 
can bless their parish and community.  

We recognise that our two churches come from different traditions.  St. 
John’s is a strong evangelical community, and it will remain that way. 
The Eucharist is at the heart of St. Michael’s services and we look 
forward to building our congregation around that core act of worship. 
But we celebrate the fact that we can demonstrate unity in our faith by 
helping one another across traditions, whilst remaining committed to 
our own styles of worship. 

Finances 

Last week, we asked for your questions, and we received an excellent 
response. This week, we’d like to address a question we received 
concerning the financial aspects of our partnership: 

Where will St John’s find this sum, since we are already £25,000 down 
on each year’s budget? 

We asked Ian, our Treasurer and David, our Head of Stewardship, to 
address this. Here is their reply: 

There is a shortfall in our regular revenue giving, however we have 
been blessed in recent years by one-off giving from legacies and other 
gifts. Last year we saw a surplus in our income & expenditure and our 
overall financial position is stable. We will also be seeing some savings 
on current costs as and when Ben transfers to St Michael’s. We continue 
to see new people coming to St John’s and it will be important to 
continue with stewardship messages for our congregation, but we are 
in a good position to be able to underwrite this commitment for a 
period, to give St Michael’s the breathing space to grow. 

Next week:  We’ll be looking at how Ben’s role will be split across our two 
churches. 

Read the steps of faith (blue box) to see what, together, we can do. 

Your Partner in the Gospel                            

 
Giles 
 

 


